sheep in the New World.

the 16th century where it was used to feed and clothe the armies of the conquistadors
and Spanish settlers.

HISTORY

By the 17th centur

y the Churro had become the mainst
villages alon

g the upper Rio Grande Valley. Nativeé Indians acquired flocks of Churro
for food and fiber through raids and trading. Within a c

entury, herding and weaving
had become a Mmajor economic asset for the Navajo. It was from Churro wool that the
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RESTORATIONS OF THE BREED

In the 1970's several individuals began ~acquiring Churro phenotypes with the
purpose of preserving the breed and revitalizing Navajo and Hispanic flocks. Criteria
for the breed had been established from data collected for three decades (1936-1966)
by the Southwestern Range and Sheep Breeding Laboratory at Fort Wingate, New
Mexico. Several flocks have developed, and the Navajo Sheep Project has introduced
cooperative breeding programs in some Navajo and Hispanic flocks.

WHAT THE NAVAJO-CHURRO SHEEP ARE LIKE

These sheep with their long staple of protective top coat and soft undercoat are well
suited to extremes of climate. Some rams have four fully developed horns, a trait
shared by few other breeds of the world. The Navajo-Churro is highly resistant to
disease, and although it responds to individual attention, it needs no pampering to
survive and prosper. The ewes lamb easily and are fiercely protective. The flavor of
the meat is incomparably superior, with a surprisingly low fat content.



